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to cut it off and cast it from them. He had no
place in his kingdom for men who talked but did
not perform. He demanded as none other ever
did the forceful soul, the decisive will. He warned
as none other ever did against the drifting life,
the ungirt loin, the unlit lamp. We have read
the words of " the Amen " in the Book of Reve-
lation as though they were part of the esoteric
teaching of that scripture, forgetting how com-
pletely they are in harmony with the timeless
teaching of the Jesus of the gospels. " I know
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I
would thou wert cold or hot/' This is not one
whit more emphatic than the Master's warning
against*indolence and half-heartedness, as for ex-'
ample, in His parables of " The Talents/' " The
Foolish Virgins/' and " The Two Sons/'

How grotesquely the spirit of Jesus has been
misrepresented is made evident to us by the re-
ports of those who have worked as chaplains
among our soldiers. We are told that a great
number of men identify religion with holding
certain beliefs or in abstaining from a few specified
evil habits. The insipidity of the Laodicean spirit
has not merely lingered through the centuries.